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A Block Watch New Year’s Resolution for 2021
Patrick Tracy and Dawn Dickinson, Burnaby RCMP

Crime can create fear and isolation in
neighbourhoods. Block Watch aims to fight both,
by bringing neighbours together with each other,
and with police.
At the same time, the COVID pandemic has also
created anxieties for many of us. It has forced us
to stay separate to stay safe.
While crime and a global pandemic are of
course quite different, the result on individuals in
our communities can be the same. Much like
after being victimized by crime, both can make
many feel fearful and alone.
Yet individual neighbourhoods across the
province prove that being a part of the Block
Watch program fosters connectivity, creating
safer and more resilient blocks. The Block Watch
program allows us to be a part of the “cure”
against these negative impacts of crime,
keeping blocks safer for all.
As we welcome 2021 lets all resolve to build
stronger and united communities, block by
block.
Block Watch, a community powered remedy
against crime, fear and isolation.
A Happy New Year to you from all of us at the
Block Watch Society of BC.
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These are examples of posters available through the
Block Watch Society. Ask your Coordinator for yours
today.

How one Vancouver
neighbourhoood
caught a porch pirate

`
Cst. Stephanie
Cullingworth

`

Vancouver PD

Though the holiday rush is past, this story is a reminder
that mail theft and parcel theft happen all year long.

communication
chain
was created. Her Block
Watch team in turn
alerted
neighbouring
teams
and
their
neighbours and so on. And, as all Block Watch teams
are trained to do, each time crime happened to
them, they called police to report.

This past summer, a Vancouver neighbourhood had
a sudden rash in crime. Mail and packages were
stolen, homes broken into, and cars emptied of their
contents.
Crime
had
happened
in
this
neighbourhood before, but now it was happening at
an alarming rate and residents were concerned.
Meanwhile, detectives were aware of a known
property crime offender whose change in address
often brought crime into the neighbourhoods he
moved into.

It was a result of these reports that alerted detectives
to an unprecedented amount of crime in this area.
To address this crime hot spot, crime reports were
analyzed and detectives determined their familiar
property crime offender was a new resident of the
area and the culprit.

One balmy summer day, a long-awaited online
purchase was stolen from a resident’s front stoop.
That’s when this particular resident had had enough.
Reviewing the video from the front door, she had a
clear photo of the suspect right down to the mask he
wore and the logos on his shoes. She put together a
poster, highlighting the suspect, his description and
the crime he committed and emailed this to her
neighbours.

Police spoke to the woman who made the poster,
which helped connect detectives to even more
crime victims. Some even had their own videos and
photos to share. With all the police reports, videos
and photos, detectives were able to lay charges
against the offender, which resulted in his dramatic
arrest as he attempted to flee.
The offender was also found to have hidden away a
number of stolen items, which were successfully
returned to their owners.
This is a Block Watch success story, highlighting that
the Block Watch communication chain works. Not
only that, but by reporting when crime happens to
you, this helps police know when crime increases
where you live so that resources can be directed
there. If you don’t call, it’s like the crime never
happened.

One such neighbour was a Block Watch Captain,
who had been trained to always alert her team of
criminal activity as soon as she learned of it. Using the
contact list for her team, she shared this “Porch
Pirate” poster, and from here a classic Block Watch

Kudos to this alert and vigilant neighbourhood!
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Susan Stickley, Surrey RCMP
Block Watch encourages
contacting
your
local
police as the first option in reporting crime or
nuisance activities in your neighbourhood. The
police work in partnership with Block Watch and
have a vested interest in community safety.

WE DON’T WANT YOUR NAME.
WE JUST WANT YOUR INFORMATION.
YOU REMAIN ANONYMOUS.
CRIMINALS DON’T.
These are well known messages from the BC Crime
Stoppers Society.
Block Watch encourages working in partnership with
your local police and reporting is a key component
in the collaborative crime prevention relationship.
However, there are compelling reasons that
someone would wish to remain anonymous when
reporting a crime and times when contacting your
local Crime Stoppers is the appropriate step.

How does it work?
•

•
•
•

Reports can be made over the phone or
online to your local Crime Stoppers and an
App is available for those living in the Metro
Vancouver area.
As the tipster, personal or identifying
information will not be recorded, including
your IP address if you choose to report online.
The information will be documented and
forwarded to the police or enforcement
agency of jurisdiction to investigate.
If the information could identify you in any
way it will not be sent to investigators,
likewise, the police may not be able to open
an investigation if it will jeopardize your
anonymity.

Photo Credit: Devin Kaselnak

Here are some ways to protect your privacy
when reporting to 9-1-1 or the non-emergency line
(though anonymity cannot be guaranteed):

•

•

When not to use Crime Stoppers

•

There are situations when Crime Stoppers should not
be used for reporting. If you are reporting about a
crime in progress or immediate danger to life or
property you should call 9-1-1 for your local police.
Not all Crime Stoppers offices are open 24/7. In
addition, Crime Stoppers cannot accept a tip if you
are the victim of a crime as they are not able to vet
your information. In most cases, the police
need to speak directly to the victim.
`
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When talking to the call taker, let them know
your concerns about your safety and
possible retaliation. You can ask them to
document it on the file so the investigating
officer is aware.
Request that the assigned officer calls you if
they need more information or wants to
update you, instead of attending your home
or business.
For follow up you can also ask to meet the
investigator at the police office or other
location.

Some situations can be sensitive because you know
the suspect and want to remain anonymous. You are
encouraged to call your local police to report a
crime, but if you fear reprisal as a result of reporting,
Crime Stoppers can be a valuable tool.

Our Plan: Emergency
Preparedness
One of the most valuable
benefits of participating in Block
Watch is getting to know your
neighbours. It is your neighbours
who you and your family will be
closest to if you are home when
disaster strikes. People naturally
work together when tragedies
happen but having a Block
Watch contact list and knowing
your neighbours – even a little bit
– can help you survive until
emergency services can get to
you.

What’s New
The Block Watch Society of BC
hosted
a
province-wide
Emergency
Preparedness
training presentation late last

Tips: Emergency
Preparedness
If an emergency happens in
your community, it may take
emergency workers some time
to reach you. Be prepared to
take care of yourself and your
family for a minimum of 72 hours.

Know what you’ll face
Part of preparation is knowing
what kind of disasters you might
face and knowing what to do in
each situation.

Learn
your
evacuation routes

area’s

The time to figure these things
out isn’t while an interface fire is
bearing down on your home or
after an emergency warning
has been issued. Evacuations

Leah Marlay
Vancouver PD

year over a virtually webinar.
We hope it was just what people
needed to motivate them to
start that “grab and go kit,”
make that family meeting plan
or start a group emergency
preparedness initiative.
We also have a new brochure to
help
advertise
this
topic
between Captains and their
group. Please contact your
local Block Watch coordinator
to receive your copy or to be
connected to city resources.
Being connected with your
neighbours and having an
emergency plan will help
maintain order, comfort, safety
and will save lives.

Mike Moyer
Regional District of North
Okanagan

are pretty common, so it will
serve you well to know the
details ahead of time.

Know
how
you’ll
reconnect with people
If cell networks aren’t working,
consider how you will contact
your family or your roommates.
How will you let others know you
are alright? Figuring this out
ahead of time can make
everything so much more
comfortable in a difficult
situation.

Learn what to do if you’re
caught away from home
You may not be at home when
disaster strikes. In an emergency,
you should be prepared to react
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from
different
locations,
including your workplace or car.
Most of this is pretty basic stuff -again, know your evacuation
routes, communication plan
and how you’ll receive an
emergency notification.

Prepare for your pets
The
goal
of
emergency
preparedness is to keep the
whole family safe -- and that
includes our pets. If you need to
evacuate, you should never
leave your pet behind. Keep a
pet emergency kit on hand with
food and other vital items.

Frauds and Scams

Mission RCMP

It is safe to say that scam emails and phone calls are
on the rise, and it’s becoming easier and easier to
orchestrate fraud from all over the world. From
phone call scams stating there is a warrant out for
your arrest, to email scams posing as reputable
agencies to lure victims for personal information.

suspicious
emails.
Consider “two-factor
authentication” as an
extra
security
measure.
(3) When checking
emails, scan the content with diligence ahead of
time, you will thank yourself later! If the email
address seems off or if you are unsure of why you
have received a certain email – do not click on any
links or download any attachments.

As of November 30th, 2020, the Canadian Anti-Fraud
Centre reported a total of 47,318 reports of fraud;
21,658 victims of fraud; and $89.1 million lost to fraud
in 2020!

Protect Yourself (and others)

It is imperative to protect yourself from becoming a
target of these scams. Use caution and use all
available resources to help avoid scams.

(4) If you receive a call asking for any personal
information – avoid giving that information
regardless of where the caller states they are calling
from. If they claim to be calling from a banking
institution, government agency etc. – hang up and
call them yourself using the secure line they have
available and do your follow up.

(1) Start with contacting your service provider (e.g.
Telus) to see what protection services they have
available to their customers, and can be added to
your account. Be sure to understand how these
services work and how they will better protect you
from scams.

(5) Most importantly, report any fraud or scams to
your local police agency and the Canadian AntiFraud Centre.

(2) Next, keep strong and unique passwords for your
accounts and avoid clicking on any unusual or

Stay safe everyone!

SP TLIGHT on a Coordinator:
Merritt’s Marlene Jones
Meet Marlene. She is the
Community
Policing
Office
Coordinator for the City of Merritt,
a position she has held for the
past four years. Marlene has a
history of working in the police
community, as she was a 911
operator in Kamloops for six years
and then moved into the SED
Major Crime Unit and held the
position
of
database
administrator. Marlene has also
been a business owner, and gives
back to her community through
volunteering on the board of a
shelter and support society, a
youth organization and the local
Rotary Club.
Block Watch has been running in
Merritt since 2007 and they

`

Rimmi Purewal,

Kimberly Kelley

Victoria PD

currently have ten registered
Block Watch groups and two
more are pending. Marlene’s
goals
for
2021
include
encouraging residents to reach
out and learn more about the
program, with the hopes of them
joining Block Watch, which would
increase the number of groups in
Merritt. She would also like to
cultivate an environment that
sees
an
increase
in
communication amongst Block
Watch
participants,
the
Community Policing office and
the local RCMP detachment.
Marlene says there is a saying in
Merritt “A lake a day as long as
you stay”. And she has made it a

`

5

personal goal over the past
couple of years to find many of
them. So if you know of any
special spots in Merritt, reach out
to Marlene; she may also just sign
you up for Block Watch.

President’s Message
Regan Borisenko, Vernon RCMP
Over the past year, the Block Watch Society has
worked on strategic alliances with Associations
to strengthen our message and theirs. Since
they are also in the community safety business,
these alliances give those participating in Block
Watch Crime Prevention Groups the best
information possible.
We have always worked with the ICBC Road
Safety Team and now we are adding the
Integrated Municipal Provincial Auto Crime
Team – IMPACT – and Crime Stoppers to our list of strategic alliances.

Our Board
consists of…
POLICE AGENCY DIRECTORS:
Regan Borisenko – City of Vernon

Both of these organizations offer specific community safety advice that
we will now include in our training presentations to our Crime Prevention
Groups throughout the Province.
These Associations are represented on our website under “Community
Partners” along with those municipalities and police forces we work
with.

Dawn Dickinson – Burnaby RCMP
Kimberly Kelley – Victoria PD
Cst. Stephanie Cullingworth – VPD
Rimmi Purewal – Mission RCMP
Mike Moyer – Regional District of North
Okanagan

Strategic alliances establish cooperative relationships that work towards
mutual benefits. This involves sharing knowledge, expertise and creates
partners working toward a common goal – community safety.

Susan Stickley – Surrey RCMP

In these cases, we have formed a non-equity strategic alliance which
creates a relationship to pool our resources and capabilities together.
This will give us the greater ability to be innovative in our approach to
education and awareness training.

Jane Hanson – E Division RCMP

We continue to work on offering the best product – the Block Watch
Program – and by working as a long-term team with complementary
talents, we broaden our range of educational information.
By engaging in these alliances our associations gain a larger client base
and will build valuable intellectual capital among all the BC residents
we reach.
Combining our resources, capabilities and core competencies, we will
generate better practices, enhanced brand perception, and a broader
reach in the Province of British Columbia.
Look forward in 2021 to the best form of Block Watch we have ever
been.

CORPORATE & ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS:

Christine Kirby - ICBC
891 Mt. Bulman Plc.
Vernon, BC V1B 2Z4
Toll Free 1-877-602-3358
blockwatch@blockwatch.com
www.blockwatch.com

OT H E R WAY S T O CONNE CT
YouTube: Block Watch of BC
Twitter: @bcblockwatch
Facebook: @bcblockwatch

We acknowledge the support of the Province of British Columbia.
The Block Watch Society of BC Newsletter is a collective effort of volunteer Directors and Society staff. This edition was
edited by Gabriel Pelletier. If you see any errors, please notify blockwatch@blockwatch.com
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